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Introduction

Every year, in Canada, tens ofllimns of farm animals, including horses, are reared,
transported and, finally, slaughtered in ways in which a percentage of these animals
suffer pain, injury and premature death. This is particularly true in intensive farming
systems and in transportati. Although, in theory, these animals are slaughtered
humanely, the reality is that a percentage of them do not die painlessly. We know from
reliable statistics published by the Government of Canada, through the Canadian Farm
Inspection Agency, that nibns of animals die in trucks en route to slaughter houses or
sales barns. So the purpose and challenge of the Canadian Farm Animal Care Trust
(CanFACT) remains the same as it was when CanFACT was formed in 1989. The
challenge remains the same and teedhfor an organization that specializes in farm
animal welfare is as great as ever.

The progress which we have seen in recent years and in which CanFACT has played a

modest part, is the increasing early involvement of agricultural and veterinary stadents

the welfare of farm animals. These young men and women are the next generation of

scientists, politicians, etc. If changes are to be made in the way we house, transport and
slaughter millions of farm animals it will be up to these men and womeitrdalirce and

endorse these changes. It is for this reason that CanFACT has continued to support the

activities of the Animal Welfare Clubs at Universities in Montreal, Charlottetown,

Guelph, Saskatchewan and Vancouver. When you see the enthusiasm, camhamiain

drive of these young men and women you canot

HORSE PROTECTION

Equine Slaughte
Horses continue to be killed, in Canada, for various purposes but, mainly, for human
consumption. The majority of these harsee imported to Canada from the United




States where the U.S. Government has abolished the operation of slaughter houses to Kkill
horses. As a direct result tens of thousands of horses are exported from the U.S. to
Canada and Mexico to be leitl for human consumption. The majority of the meat
produced by this method exported to Europe and Jap&he dramatic growth in the

number of horses slaughtered in this way has resulted in pressure and stress on the system
of housing the animals untihey are killed. However, the situation is now changed by

the decision of the CFIA (Canadian Food Inspection Agency) to require that all horses
that are killed for human consumption in Canada should be accompanied by a document
that guarantees that theimal is free from harmful chemicals or if this document is not
avdlabl e or c a nhatthe boese lpas eeh keptandquarantine in Canada for

six morths prior to slaughterlt is more than probable that the majority of horses under
this regulation will be required to be kept in quarantine since the document that the
Government is asking for is very difficult to obtain under normal, practical
circumstancesThis will put extreme presire on the facilities whicareused to

guarantine these animals. However, since the European market is the main market for
this meat, the industry will have no choice but to comply. The difficulty is, of course,

that these horses may have changedesship two, or three, timémmediatelybefore

arriving at the slaughtdrouse From the animal welfare pdiof view the important

problem now is to ensure that if these animals are kept in large numbers, in quarantine,
that the conditions under which they are kepthan@ane and acceptable. The

profitability of this trade will be reduced by the cost of quarantine which may result in the
standard of care given to the animals in quarantife less than desirable.

Horse Protectioni Maritime Branch, Bridgewater, Nova Scotia

Our horse protection operations in Nova Scotia continue to be led by a dedicated
committee of volunteers led by the indefatigable Mrs. Dorothy Evans, President of the
Branch. The new barmwhich has
been loaned to the society by the
owner(without cost) has allowed
the operation to grow substantially.
One of the reasons for the success
of this operation is the policy of
A f o s t honsasmagaeptable and
reliable homes. In this way the
Maritime Branch is able to help
substantially more aningthan
otherwise would be possible.




Horse & Pony Protection Associatiori Newfoundland/Labrador

ponies in Newfoundland. The sanctuary is located in Hlbpad continues to be
operatedandsupported by a grop of caring humanitarians. The operation of HAPPA

has recently been4@rganized by the election of a new Board of Directors and headed by

a new President.Mr. Dennis Bishop, who has taken this responsibility, is setting a

very high standard for the operation and for the care for the animals involved. Mr.

Bishop has been successful in attracting a new Board of Directors who are committed to

ensuring that the Hopeall Sanctuary willalsay me et it sd goal of M@Aneve
ani mal awayo.

However, the Hopeall Sanctuary is suffering from its own success. The more animals the
Sanctuary is able to shelter, the more the public of Newfoundlasmbme to dependn

it to provide sanctuary fdrorses.Oneresult is that the Sanctuary is in neddhe

addition of a new barn.Such a barn would require a substantial capital expenditure,

which is not possible at the moment, unless the public of Newfoundland arespregpar
support the operation by voluntary donations.

In addition, there is now a growing need for more land at the Sanctuary. CanFACT
leases the land from the Government of Newfoundland and makes it available to HAPPA
without charge. As the lease holde€anFACT is prepared to ask the Government of
Newfoundland to increase the size of the acréagederto provide the necessary

increasd grazing.



BARN AND STABLE FIRES

We regret to report that
there has been little
progress made in
encouraginghe
insurance industrgnd
different levels of Federal
and Provincial
Governmergto require
that the barns used to
house animals contain
certain protection against
= fire. In the meantime,
barn and stable fires
% * _  continue to kill thousands
of animals The program is confounded because there is no one level of government in
Canada thatanlegislate these fire precautions. We are faced, therefore, with the
daunting task of persuading some 16 or 17 governments of the necessity to protect
animals againshese fires.

Manitoba is setting a good example by wupdat:i
and prevention to animal housing. CanFACT will do everything it can to persuade other
Provinces to follow this good example.

INTENSIVE FARMING

There isa growing ground swell of
public opinion which questions and,
even rejects, intensive farming systems.
CanFACT is consideringssistingn
organizng a national convention on
intensive farming systems with the
objectve oftrying to encouragdess
intensive systemt® be adopted in the
future.




White Veal

CanFACT continues to

| campaign against the

' production and sale of white

veal in Canada. The system

which produces O6whi't
in Canadanaybe contrary to

the Criminal Code of Canad

CanFACT hopes to

encourage a private Member

of Parliament to introduce a
Oprivate members bil

would outlaw the practice.

Foie Gras

No reporton intensive farming could fatib mention thgroblem of the production of

foie gras. Very reatly this agricultural practice has been very expertly analyzed by Dr.
lan Duncan on behalf of the British

Columbia SPCA.

Their reportwhich is extensive and
extremely well presenteds being
further distributed by CanFACT in
Eastern Canada. In addiioall
Members of Parliament have
received the report.

Foie Gras - how elegant!

Poultry Battery Cages

Millions of birds are reared and spend their short lives contained and totally restricted in
a battery cage. This cage, in which they lay their eggs, live and die, iousaase

millions of birds in such a way that they have no opportunity for exercise or any natural



behaviour of any kind. They spend their entire brief miderdales producing eggs for
themarket.

' CanFACT is considering
organizing a national
confeence to discuss
these intensive systems
in the hope that
alternative systems can
- be developed and
adopted.

FISH FARMS

There are hundreds of fish farms in Canada that raise millions of fish. In these farms fish

are reared to a certain weight and #ren killed. In the past it has been accepted that fish
e ~ dondt feel pain but th

thinking has been proved

incorrect. Given that hundreds of

thousands of fishave to be killed

the mosttcommon way is to use a

club or what ignore commoly

knownsabpri est 0.

Recently more, and morksh

farm operators have demanded a

more humane way of killing the

fish. CanFACT has been asked to

. be involved in this process. We

have loaed a Zephyr Pneumatic Stun Gun (originally developed for rabbit killindpeto
Agricultural College, Truro, Nova Scotia whaveconducted extensive testing of killing

fish with this gun. A report has been produced by the College and this has now been sent
to the Minister of Fisheries with a request that he consider requiring thte gensedby

all fish farms in future.




The proposal is now with the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans for Canada. If the
Minister decides to adopt this alternative method of killing fish in order to ensure that
they are killed humanely the gundivee produced by the University of Guelph.

CanFACT has no financial interest in the guns in any way. Our only concern is to ensure

the welfare of fish and to ensure that they die humanely.
THANK YOU

The major donor and supporter of CanFACT is therE@onservation Trust. This

organization which has been in existence for many years now is a splendid example of a

family that has committed itself to the welfare of animals in Canada. They have been
active for many years and have achieved a great ambpndtection for many animals.
Wit hout their support CanFACT could not
Mackenzie who has demonstrated his total commitment to the welfare of animals for
many, many long years. He has served nationallyretedniationally in many important
positions and he continues to demonstrate his commitment to the welfare of animals in
many ways. Thank you Dr. Mackenzie.

And, finally, thank you to the Officers and Directors of the Canadian Farm Animal Care
Trust all ofwhom serve voluntarily and donate not only their tiam@expertisein

many casesome of thanoney necessary to operate the Canadian Farm Animal Care
Trust. The Canadian Farm Animal Care Trust could not function, or even exist, without
the support of theseen and women who are so generous and caring when it comes to
the welfare of animals and farm animals in particular.

Respectfully submitted

T. I. Hughes
President
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